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APPENDIX 1:   NEAFE/FiFEF Strategic Plan 2005-2008: 

Faiths in the 21st Century

NEAFE is the national ecumenical forum for the encouragement of spiritual and moral values in Further Education. The organisation was set up by leaders from the sector and the Church in 1976.In recognition of the changing nature of society and faith, in 2004, NEAFE established the Faiths in FE forum (FiFEF) in order to take forward the multi-faith agenda across the Learning and Skills sector.

Our vision

NEAFE & FiFEF seek to bring together all those involved in the Learning and Skills sector to work in partnership to further the spiritual dimension of lifelong learning. We work with people of all faiths and none.

Our context

We live in times of rapid and complex change on all fronts – within faith communities, colleges, and society at large. We see the need to sustain what we have inherited and strive to ensure that spiritual moral social and cultural values are recognised in a contemporary context in the educational world. We acknowledge diversity within faith communities and try to represent this so that we can help promote effective learning in an inclusive society.

Our challenge

· to hold to our founding values and purpose as well as adapting to a modern context

· to foster develop and promote partnerships and effective collaboration

· to increase understanding between people of different faiths and no faith

· to raise the profile of faith communities and faith issues in the sector

· to interpret the opportunities and issues presented by the sector to faith communities

· to encourage faith communities in their engagement with  learning and skills

Our strategic purpose

to support learners, staff, managers, leaders and chaplains of all faith in their explorations of the meaning of life.

Our targets for 2005-2008

to extend and enhance NEAFE/FiFEF’s leadership role as the key stakeholder on issues of faith in the learning and skills sector

to establish NEAFE/FiFEF as a membership organisation raising a small annual subscription form colleges in order to maintain the self sufficiency and independence achieved during the period 2002-05

to consolidate our position as a national organisation embracing ecumenism and multi-faith activities and at the same time strengthen our regional and local networks particularly with the existing regional structures i.e. Regional LSCs & RDAs and the current Regional network of College Chaplains

to undertake externally funded projects which take forward NEAFE/FiFEF’s aims and objectives e.g. LSC funded Handbook on College Chaplaincy, NEAFE-supported regional projects, NEAFE/FiFEF Annual Conference

to develop the NEAFE/FiFEF website and Journal

