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fbfe – the National Council of Faiths and Beliefs in Further Education: is a national independent inter-faith charity working with the learning and skills sector, faith and local communities and national and local faith/belief based groups. 

We

· operate as a cross sectoral UK wide infrastructure body
· provide a policy & research function for the sector and for faith communities 

· support members from colleges, providers and communities with information advice and resources  
MEMBERSHIP

Membership of fbfe offers colleges and others working in the sector a comprehensive set of services related to 

· faith issues 

· social and community cohesion

· tackling and preventing violent extremism  

· spiritual & moral development. 

We ask for an annual subscription fee of £100 in return for the benefits and services listed below:

RESOURCES AND BENEFITS

· PRACTICAL ADVICE and INFORMATION on faith issues relating to college, community and student needs
· ASSISTANCE WITH SETTING UP MULTI-FAITH CHAPLAINCY/STUDENT SUPPORT FACILITIES including links to the national networks of a range of faith and belief communities and the provision of a training pack for people offering chaplaincy services and multi-faith student support
·  SEMINARS AND CONSULTANCY SUPPORT e.g. meeting OFSTED requirements, Children’s Act, ECM issues, fulfilment of government requirements re statutory guidance 

· FAITH AWARENESS STAFF DEVELOPMENT AND TRAINING in collaboration with partners such as LSC, Faith Regen & CEL; materials, resources and training for staff, including the provision of staff, where local input is not available, to help colleges put on diversity weeks and other faith and cultural activities

· WEBSITE ACCESS TO RESOURCES with e-group open to registered members
· DISCOUNTED ATTENDANCE at fbfe Annual Conferences, Regional Seminars, and other events

· FREE COPIES OF PUBLICATIONS e.g. FE Chaplaincy Handbook 
· FREE SUBSCRIPTIONS to the fbfe Journal, FIFE Monthly NEWSLETTER 

· CURRICULUM RESOURCES e.g. Chaplaincy Handbook, training materials
· SUPPORT ON RECRUITMENT/RETENTION e.g. through developing college / faith community partnerships, including how to access funds.

fbfe – the National Council of Faiths and Beliefs in Further Education: 

· fbfe has its origins in our predecessor body NEAFE – the National Ecumenical Agency in FE which was established over thirty years ago by FE college Principals, tutors and chaplains to foster and develop partnership working and community engagement largely with and through local Christian faith groups

· At the beginning of this century, NEAFE recognised that it needed to respond to the changed context for education and society as a result of 9/11 and 7/7 and we began to make moves to develop a multi faith and inter-faith organisation based on a belief that understanding the common ground between people of different faiths and beliefs is essential to social harmony.

· fbfe is not about imposing religion on colleges, staff and students; our role is to help encourage the sector to respond to student, staff and community needs in relation to spiritual, moral, social and cultural (smsc) values in further education and the work place.
· fbfe’s mission vision and values reflect the changing needs of the sector and society in relation to social action, integration and community cohesion and the critical role that colleges have in this respect in working with faith and belief groups
· fbfe’s role is to promote inter-cultural understanding, inter faith/belief dialogue and community cohesion between colleges, the work place and the community, We operate as an organisation comprising educational professionals and faith leaders drawn from the range of faith communities involved in FE
· fbfe has developed particular expertise in the provision of multi-faith student support in further education, working with colleges/providers to help them meet the faith and beliefs needs of diverse student and staff groups
· fbfe - the National Councils of Faiths and Beliefs in FE was launched by Bill Rammell, Minister for Lifelong Learning, Further & Higher Education At the Association of Colleges Annual Conference in November 2007.
DELIVERY OF SERVICES 

The charity is led by fbfe’s National Council and managed by Chief Executive, Dr John Wise and a team of Regional Development Officers. The RDOs provide personalised support to subscribing institutions; they undertake visits to member colleges and facilitate the development of regional support networks for colleges and faith communities.  The RDOs work closely with the Church of England’s Regional FE Chaplaincy Officers network.

Please return, or photocopy and return, together with your annual subscription of £100
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I wish to become an individual member (not available to colleges) of fbfe and enclose my 2008–9 subscription of £20
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My college is in a position to make an additional contribution towards fbfe 

work and encloses a donation of £150

	Name: 
	
	Job Title:
	


	Institution:
	


	Address:
	

	

	


	Email address: 
	


	Tel:
	


	My particular interest is:
	


Please return to:-

Jennifer Roberts

ADMIN OFFICER

fbfe

Education Division 

Church House 

Great Smith Street 

London   SW1P 3AZ

Email 
info@fbfe.org.uk

www.fbfe.org.uk 

T:
020 7898 1529 

F:
020 7898 1520

who we are

	CO CHAIRS:

Dr. Ann Limb

Dr. Husna Ahmad
CHIEF EXECUTIVE:

Dr. John Wise

ADMINISTRATION OFFICER:

Jennifer Roberts


	REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT OFFICERS:

Jafar Mirza
SE/SW and East of England

M:
07956 615476
E:
mjmirza@aol.com
Gurdev Singh Bal: 

NW, NE and Lincolnshire

M:
07814 715945

gsb@walsall1.orangehome.co.uk
Harjinder Singh: 

London
M:
07888 690 425

harjindersingh.fbfe@yahoo.co.uk

Asgar Halim Rajput: 

West and East Midlands/Yorkshire and Humberside

M:
07931 552 152

asgarhalim@blueyonder.co.uk
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