Information and guidelines for users of the Multi Faith Prayer Room

The Multi Faith Room is intended to provide a space which is accessible to people of all faiths and traditions, but because of the range of religious and cultural traditions involved this inevitably requires all users to accept some infringement of their religious sensibilities.

In particular:

1) Provision has been made for separate areas for women and men, which all users are asked to respect in the following way: 

When the whole Prayer Room has been booked –

the dividing curtain may be pulled back for the whole space to be used without segregation.

At all other times -  


individual users, and same-gender groups of people are asked to use the appropriate area as designate for women or men

mixed gender groups of people are asked to use the area designated for men

(it is our experience that most individual male users of the Prayer Room are content to say their prayers when a mixed gender group of people from another tradition are present. Where this is not the case, you may be able to make use of  the “Interdenominational Prayer Room” on the Ground Floor of the Student Union building, or you may wish to come back at a later time. Please feel free to ask other users in a courteous manner how long they are likely to take for their prayers)

2) Please remove your shoes before entering the carpeted prayer area, and leave your shoes in the rack provided. This enables those whose practice is to prostrate themselves in prayer to do so in confidence that the carpet is clean.

3) Washing facilities are provided in the curtained corner area on each side of the Prayer Room for those required to perform ablutions in preparation for prayer.

4) When you have completed your prayers, please remove any chairs, prayer carpets etc, to ensure the prayer area remains neutral. Furniture may not have any particular religious significance in your own tradition, and therefore may seem quite innocuous, when in fact it creates a barrier for those not used to using e.g. chairs or prayer carpets in their tradition.

5) Please maintain silence whenever possible, and especially when other users are present, or enter the Prayer Room.

6) In order to assist in the shared use of the Prayer Room, it is most helpful if you briefly explain your intentions to other people e.g. “ Good afternoon! May I say my prayers over here for the next 5 minutes or so?” “Hi, we want to pray together for the next 15 minutes or so, and will be as quiet as possible”. “Excuse me, could I ask you to be quiet for the next 20 minutes or so, while I practice meditation?” “Excuse me, could I ask how long you are going to be, so I can come back to say my prayers?”

7) Please do not light candles or burn incense in the Prayer Room at any time

8) Whilst the sharing of food is often an important part of religious gatherings, please do not bring hot food into the Prayer Room at any time, and please take great care not to cause any spillages or leave crumbs etc. A dustpan and brush is provided in the lobby area, and paper towels are available in the washing areas.

9) A timetable of bookings of the Prayer Room is displayed on the noticeboards outside in the corridor, and in the lobby area. Requests for bookings should be made to the Chaplaincy at least one week in advance. (contact details overleaf, and at www.gold.ac.uk/chaplaincy )


Please note the Interdenominational Prayer Room in the Student Union, and the Quiet Space in the Chaplaincy Centre are also available at most times.


The Chaplaincy Team

www.gold.ac.uk/chaplaincy 

College Chaplain 

Rev. Paul Collier (Anglican) 

Goldsmiths Chaplaincy Centre, 

Dixon Road (opposite entrance to 

Education Dept) Tel: 020 7717 2953 

e-mail: chaplaincy@gold.ac.uk 

Out of hours: 5 Wickham Road, Brockley London SE4 1PF  Tel. 020 8692 1821

Assistant Chaplains 

Imam Shakeel Begg (Muslim)

(m. 07939 443517)

Lewisham and Kent Islamic Centre

363-365 Lewisham High Street

London SE13 6NZ Tel. 020 8690 5090

Fr. David O’Connell  (Roman Catholic) 

Catholic Chaplaincy, 56 Amersham Rd, 

SE14 6QE  Tel. 020 8692 6931 

http://slondonuniversitychaplaincy.org.uk
Rev. Carol Lanham (URC) 

Flat 3, St. Michael’s Church, Desmond St.reet

 London SE14 6JF 
Tel. 020 8691 1732

Rev. Dr. Luis Baldeon (Methodist) 
182 Waller Road, New Cross, SE14 5LU. 

Tel. 020 7652 8052 

Pastor Tedroy Powell (Pentecostal)

House of Bread, 39 Kitto Road SE14 5TW

Tel. 020 7732 4970

Rabbi Gavin Broder (Orthodox Jewish) 

1/2 Endsleigh Street,. London WC1H 0DS. 

Tel. 020 7380 0207 

Please contact the Student Union for information on Student Religious Societies
Support and advice for everybody
The Chaplains are available at any time to all students and staff, regardless of religious affiliation. We’re not religious nuts, but sensible people with a breadth of experience about most of the anxieties and problems  that people face from time to time. We provide a non-judgmental and confidential sounding-board to help you think through any issues troubling you, and can also suggest other sources of help and support. 

The College Chaplain, Paul Collier, is also one of the College’s Harassment Advisors and can support you in tackling harassment and bullying by other students or staff 

The Chaplaincy Centre 

The Chaplaincy Centre is situated on Dixon Rd, opposite the entrance to the Education Dept. It consists of the Chaplaincy Office, together with a quiet drop-in space. 

A quiet space 

The Chaplaincy Centre is open Mon to Fri in term time from 9am - 5pm. Tea and coffee are available free of charge. Anyone is welcome to drop in at any time for the chance to be in a quiet space. 

Need to talk? 

You may drop in at any time, and if a chaplain is available they will be happy to help you. To make an appointment at any time, contact the Chaplaincy on 020 7717 2953, or by e-mail at chaplaincy@gold.ac.uk, or online at  www.gold.ac.uk/chaplaincy
Religion and spirituality

A range of religious and spiritual activities and events take place in term-time 

(see web page www.gold.ac.uk/chaplaincy  or separate activities leaflet). 
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