Report of the Workshop fbfe Conference

22nd May 2009
2. The Humanities Diploma (Adrian Hooper, Creative & Cultural Skills SSC)

There was a genuine feeling of encouragement that this offered a real opportunity for a robust contribution by the RE specialist to engage with genuine issues of faith in a practical and relevant way for the student.

However there would need to be good resources if this were to be grasped – displaying creativity and a certain amount of bravery.  In School and Sixth Form College contexts the RE specialist is often marginalised – and in the FE college context there is often only a very part time chaplain who can be called upon so in all cases support will be needed.

There is a temptation too to feel a bit negative given that this diploma is not the first attempt to revise the content of 14 – 19 year old curriculum.

As stated in the FE college sector this Diploma could open up doors for the chaplain to be involved in excellent teaching opportunities and for he/she to also look for assistance from accredited ministers or youth workers to deliver the required elements. One area that is worth highlighting is the project element where a student could choose to do an RE associated project and it would be a shame if the student was prohibited from doing this because of lack of adequate supervision.

It was also noted that there will be major management issues with the diplomas as a whole and whilst this provides a great opportunity for the student to acquire personal and organisation skills it also needs good support and encouragement.

The participants in this workshop were very pleased to be offered the opportunity to comment on some of the wording of the recommendations for study and felt that there contributions were well listened to. 
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